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ideas about air. It is true that her hygienic ideas about air came into conflict with her hygienic ideas about exposure to the sun. For the Quai des* Grands-Augustins faces north, whereas the room overlooking the courtyard faced south and was so situated as to get, for three or four hours a day in summer, any sun that might reach it over the roofs.
In any case, Germaine had preferred to turn it into a little dining-room in rustic style. The ugliness of the exterior was masked by curtains of yellow pongee silk, which conveyed an illusion of sunshine at all seasons of the year. Germaine spent very little time in her dining-room - much less than in her bedroom. At her midday meal, when she took it at home, her eyes rested upon a window as smiling as possible. At night the curtains were drawn, and what was outside did not matter.
The former dining-room of the apartment had been turned into the sitting-room, and it communicated with the bedroom. This arrangement enabled the two rooms to be furnished in the same style, which was Louis XVI; and, when necessary, furniture could be exchanged between one room and the other. The setting was almost perfect, except for a divan which Germaine had insisted upon putting in a corner of the sitting-room; but this was covered with a pretty Louis XVI flowered silk, and the cabinet-maker had endowed it with period feet; and the rest of the furniture was authentic, apart from the dressing-table and the bed.
Germaine, for her own comfort and also for purposes of hospitality, wanted a wide bed, and it is rare to find authentic Louis XVI beds much more than three feet wide. The same cabinet-maker had constructed one for Germaine four feet •?ricle, He had made an artistic job of it; and on his side the upholsterer, in his arrangement of the silk curtains which fell from the head of the bed, had deceived the eye in such 3, way that even a knowledgeable person did not realise the •unusual width of the bed at first sight.
The pieces of furniture of which Germaine was proudest a pair of "wing " arm-chairs which she had picked

